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UPPER YARRA VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 NEWSLETTER—August 2023 

 

Being a Volunteer can be a lonely job. 

 

Come along one day and enjoy helping. 

Frank may even talk to you. 
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August Update. 

 

The Committee members are happy in their new positions. Lee has the Secretary work 

well and truly under control. Kate is too efficient with the minutes (sometimes), and the 

Treasury work is kept up to date and working well. Frank has the meetings under control 

and the rest of the committee keep him in line. 

 

The Thursday work crew are progressing with the various jobs required, and David is 

keeping the grass well cut and tidy. (Which was commented on by the Council when they 

visited). Their next project is to solve the backyard rainwater issue. The water from the 

roof of the main building has been an issue for some years and makes the grassy area 

very soggy for a long time and needs drainage. This job is in hand. 

 

The Website and Facebook pages still have some issues but are a great asset. Feedback 

on this is welcome. 

 

The Blacksmith classes are continuing to create interest, and one of the new recruits turns 

up on some Sundays to join him. 

 

Door takings and Book Sales are up, partly due to the using of our new technology 

(Square). 

 

 

Museum Report 
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Maybe place 50th pictures here 

 

 

Time Capsule. 

It was decided to create a time capsule to bury in the garden to be opened in 50 years time. 

The items enclosed consisted of a collection of pictures showing the development of the museum to the 

present, a 4 December 2022 newspaper, a set of money coins dated 2022, a spinning top and teaspoon 

from the gift shop and a photograph of the 2022 Wesburn schoolkids who had recently attended the 

museum, and s few other things. A plaque will be placed appropriately to signify its existence. 

 

Maybe place capsule pictures here 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictorial 

 

 
 

Laundry Report 

The Laundry rebuild is progressing. The concrete slab has been laid by local contractor Daniel Smedley, 

ready for the brick chimney and walls. The idea is to replicate what was there including the fireplace for 

boiling the copper. 

Well done to Kate, Frank and Barry T in preparing the site foundations ready for formwork. 

 
 

Goods Shed Doors 

Lee painted the Goods Shed doors (all four of them). This would be the first paint job the doors have had 

possibly since it was built. As far as he knows the museum had never put paint them, and I doubt if the 

Barkers (who previously owned it), ever did. 
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Pictorial 

 

    
                                                Barry B apparently has this fixation for orange fencing 

Drainage 

The Thursday work crew are progressing with the drainage out by the back fence. First step is to contain 

the water from the Powelltown Police Station and the Yarra Junction Lockup, a job that has been waiting 

since the buildings were moved from the platform about ten years ago. 

 

        

It must be some pretty serious work, having this toolkit. 

Out by the Police Station Office 

The Powelltown Police Station and the Lockup are having skirting boards fitted around the base to give 
them a finished look. Kate and Frank have been busy. 
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Bits and Pieces 

 

 
 

What Am I? 
Help us out on this one. 

We have this unusual brush that is split in the middle. 
Does anybody know what it would be used for. 

(Painting Rainbows is not an answer.) 
 
 

 
 

This one we know, but do you. 
Clue:-Was used in a local hotel. 

 
Any information please let us know by dropping in on a Sunday or send us an Email. 

 
Answers Next Edition. 
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Archive Report August 2023 

 

Archiving and Cataloguing is under way again. Another 100 catalogue worksheets 

have been digitised and matched up with items. 

 

The backlog of new acquisitions are progressively being recorded. Thank you to Aven 

and Kate for their assistance. 

 

The archive room of the cottage has had the water and mould issues rectified, 

courtesy of the Yarra Ranges Council. The space can now be used again. 

 

Several requests for information have been processed. 

 

* * * 

 

It’s good that people are interested in history, and it makes archiving so much more 

fun. It is amazing what you can learn. 

So, if anybody out there is interested in learning about the history of the district, come 

along to the museum and surprise yourself. 

Ross Polkinghorne. 
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The Conversation: “You should have seen it before the drainage was done!” 

Lilydale Express August 1923                                                    The ground in 1996------ 

                                           

Somebody has to win. 1923 Grand Final Result                          And, If you think you have what it takes? 

It happened 100 years ago....1923
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Next Event 

Ride Into History. 
A bicycle and walking tour between Warbuton 

 and Yarra junction 

October or November 

Date to be confirmed. 

 

 

Crank Up Dates Have Been Set.  6 – 7th April 2024. 

All enquiries to the event will be responded to. 


